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Editorial
At the time of writing this editorial, the Minister of Education, 
Hekia Parata had just made a pre-budget announcement 
of a further $60 million over four years towards the Positive 

Behaviour for Learning Programme (PB4L) which is presently 
being implemented in some schools in New Zealand. An extra 
200 primary and intermediate schools will have access to 
PB4L, and by 2016 it will be available to all secondary schools 
in 1eZ =eaOanG� PreOiPinar\ ¿nGinJs into the eI¿cac\ oI P%4/ 
indicate that it is having a positive effect on the behaviour and 
learning of children and young people, therefore it is pleasing 
to see a commitment to a programme such as this one.
Where their effectiveness is proven, programmes such as 
PB4L are important tools in New Zealand’s progress towards 
a more inclusive education system. If inclusive education as 
a concept is to move from rhetoric to reality, we must all focus 
our attention and resources on evidence-based practice that 
provides positive and practical approaches and solutions 
to increasing the presence, participation and learning of all 
students. Research over the last 20 or so years has provided 
us with a wealth of information regarding the barriers and 
enablers to inclusive education. Now is the time to focus our 
attention on evidence-based programmes and approaches 
that will bring about the world-class education system in New 
Zealand to which we all aspire.
As with all editions of Kairaranga, this one is made up of 
articles that focus on this important objective with a spotlight 
on the promotion of effective practice and relevant research 
in inclusive education. Korohere Ngapo reminds us of the 
importance of Maori language being taught accurately and in 
the early stages of initial teacher education programmes. The 
second article by Ivanka Soljan, Yvonne Stanghan and Anna 
+enr\� oXtOines soPe oI the theor\ reJarGinJ reÀection� anG 
e[aPines reÀection Zithin an µR7/% &oPPXnit\ oI Practice¶� 
0iNe 1ess� -osh &oXperXs anG 0attheZ :iOOe\ proYiGe a 
critical evaluation of the Lexia Reading Programme, followed 
E\ an articOe  Zhere /O\Zeen &oXper� 'ean 6XtherOanG 
and Anne van Bysterveldt explore the place of the school 
playground in the lives of children with Autism Spectrum 
'isorGer� ,n the ne[t articOe� (PPa 'oEson reYieZs the 
Rainbow Reading Programme, drawing on the research 
evidence to evaluate its validity and reliability as a reading 
intervention for use by educational practitioners in the New 
Zealand context. 
Research into the schooling experiences of students from 
cultural minorities such as those in the next article is very 
scarce. In this article, Heather Smyth contributes to the 
literature in this area by examining what Somali students in a 
New Zealand primary school think about their school and the 
aspects of school which challenge or support their cultural 
iGentities� 7he ¿naO tZo articOes in this eGition IocXs on tZo oI 
the principles as outlined in the Resource Teachers: Learning 

and Behaviour Toolkit �2�11�� &eOeste /itteN inYestiJates 
evidence-based practice and Sandiyao Sebestian explores 
the ecological approach. 
We welcome your feedback about any aspect of the journal, 
and this can be sent to our email address: kairaranga@
massey.ac.nz. We also welcome the submission of your work 
for publication. We accept practice papers, position papers, 
research papers and storied experience. Please refer to the 
last page of each edition for a description of these types of 
papers, and for instructions on how to submit. 
Alison Kearney (for the editing team)
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that all items in this journal are accurate and culturally appropriate.

Views expressed or implied in this journal are not necessarily the

views of the Editorial Board, Massey University or the New
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